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ABSTRA The Russian Federation has a promising transport potential, which requires the development of the trans-
port infrastructure of Siberia and the Far East. The implementation of certain eastern transport projects
has a long history. For two centuries, both Russian and foreign politicians, transport specialists, and enthusiasts have put
forward infrastructural programmes for the development of the East of the country and the expansion of transport acces-
sibility of its distant borders. The improvement of the infrastructure of the Northern Sea Route (NSR), the expansion of the
railway and highway networks, the construction of a number of complex engineering structures, such as bridges and tun-
nels, the expansion of combined water and land transportation, and the increase in the number of border crossings enhance
the international importance of Russian transport. Combining all promising transport projects into a single comprehensive
programme creates conditions for expanding transport links between the world’s leading economic centres. The successful
development of the East-West transport corridor in modern conditions opens up new opportunities for Russia, which should
be paid closer attention to.
Russian and foreign literature provides a historical retrospective of individual promising infrastructure projects for the devel-
opment of the Far Eastern and Siberian sections of the East-West transport corridor. No single, comprehensive study has been
undertaken to date.
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NcTopusa n nepcnekTMBbl Pa3BUTUA MEXXAYHAapPOAHOro TPAHCMOPTHOIO
Kopupopa Boctok - 3anag
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MeTepbyprckui rocynapcTBeHHbIA YHMBEpCUTET NyTeii cooblenns Mmnepatopa Anekcangpa | (MIYNC); r. CankT-MeTepbypr, Poccus; kasa-gp@yandex.ru

AH HOTA M Poccuiickas @epepaums 0bnagaet nepcnekTMBHbIM TPAHCMOPTHBIM NMOTEHLMANOM, A5 KOTOpOro TpebyeT-

Ll Cs pa3BUTME TPAHCMOPTHOM MHPPaACTPYKTYpbl Cbupu u LanbHero Boctoka. OcyliecTsneHne oTaenbHbIX
BOCTOYHbIX TPAHCMOPTHbIX MPOEKTOB UMEET Jo/rYto UcTopUto. OTeyeCTBEHHbIE U 3apyBeXHbIE NONUTUKK, CNIELMANMUCTLI TPAHCMOPTa,
3HTY3MaCTbl ABA CTONETMS BbIABUIANM MHDPACTPYKTYPHbIE MPOrpaMMbl PAa3BUTUS BOCTOKA CTPaHbl M paclUMpeHUs KOMMYHUKaLLM-
OHHOW AO0CTYNHOCTM AanbHux pybexen. CoBepLueHCTBOBaHME MHPPACTPYKTYpbl CeBEPHOro MOPCKOro MyTH, pacluMpeHne CeTu
YENEe3HbIX U LUOCCEMHBIX [OPOT, BO3BEAEHME PSAA CNIOXKHbIX MHXEHEPHbIX COOPYXXEHUI — MOCTOB M TOHHENEW, paCluMpeHue KOM-
6MHMPOBAHHBIX BOAHO-CYXOMYTHbIX NEPEBO30K M YBENMUYEHWE KOMIMYECTBA MOTPaHUYHbIX MEPEXOA0B YCUNMBAKOT MEXAYHAPOAHOE
3HayYeHue poccuinckoro TpaHcnopTa. O6bennHeHWEe B €AMHYI0 KOMMIEKCHYH NPOrpaMMy BCeX NepCrneKTUBHbIX TPAHCMOPTHbBIX
NPOEKTOB CO3AAET YC/I0BUS A1 PACLUMPEHMS TPAHCMOPTHBIX CBA3EN MEXAY BeLyLVYMU MUPOBbIMU 3KOHOMUYECKUMU LieHTpaMu.
YcnewHoe pa3BuTUe TPAHCMOPTHOrO Kopuaopa Boctok — 3anag B COBpeMEHHbIX YCOBMSAX OTKPbIBAeT Ans PoccMm HOBble BO3-
MOXHOCTU, Ha KOTOpble cnesyeT 06paTuTb 6osiee NpucTanbHOe BHUMAHWE.
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B oTeyecTBEHHOW U 3apy6e>KH0171 nutepatype B VICTOpVIHeCKOVI pETPOCNEKTUBE PAaCCMATPUBAKOTCA OTAENIbHbIE MEPCNEKTUBHbIE
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INTRODUCTION

In the context of the growing barriers of sanctions
and duties, the established economic ties are going
through a deep crisis. The world’s leading economies
are looking for new opportunities for selling their
products. China, Japan, South Korea, India in the East
and the European Union in the West are groping for
common grounds. Changes in the centres of sales of fin-
ished goods will reroute transport flows. The expected
growth of freight traffic along the East-West route af-
fects Russia’s main land latitudinal transport line, the
Trans-Siberian Railway. The Trans-Siberian Railway is
currently utilized to such an extent that any significant
increase in freight traffic is impossible without a com-
prehensive modification of the entire transport infra-
structure.

FINDINGS

Russia’s eastern transport projects have a long his-
tory. Transportation services in Siberia and the Far East
has been developing for thousands of years, connect-
ing existing civilizations by convenient natural routes,
such as rivers and valleys. It took Russian pioneers a
few decades in the 16th—17th centuries to make their
way from the Urals to the Pacific coast along the his-
torically established routes, annexing new lands to the
Muscovite state. The main route at that period ran in
the North, from the Polar Urals to the East.

By combining water and land transport routes and
building strongholds, colonizers brought their trans-
port solutions to the indigenous peoples of Siberia
and the Far East. The legacy of that period is found
in languages and toponyms of the peoples of the Far
North — for them, the term “Russian” was primarily
associated with transport routes. The Buryats used it
to refer to the route via Tobolsk. For the Khanty, Mansi
and Selkups, this was how they called the route via the
Yugra lands to the areas inhabited by the Komi. The
Nenets, Evenks and Yakuts called the Mangazeya sea
route “Russian” [1].
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In the 18th century, when the route via the South-
ern Urals quieted down, it becomes a priority route
for the transportation of goods and passengers from
the centre of Russia to Siberian and Far Eastern prov-
inces and back [2]. Until the end of the 19th century,
the more than 8,000-km long Great Siberian Route
was used to transport so-called “colonial” goods from
Japan, Korea and China to Russian and European
markets.

The Trans-Siberian Railway was built along the
established transport corridor, enhancing its impor-
tance for both the Russian and global economies. For
more than a century, the Trans-Siberian Railway was
gradually upgraded. However, the artery has its limits.
The capacity of the Siberian and Far Eastern railway
network can only be expanded if alternative lines and
branches leading to economically important centres
and new border crossings are built.

The first attempt to expand the East Siberian rail-
way network was the construction of the Baikal-Amur
Mainline (BAM) which began in the 1930s. The project
was completed half a century later, by the end of the
1980s. Due to the increasing importance of BAM in the
early 21st century, it was modernized [3]. The new BAM
expands Russia’s transport capabilities, but there is a
bottleneck to the West of Taishet station on the Trans-
Siberian Railway, which offsets the achievements.

In the 1940-50s, the project for the construction
of the Transpolar Railway was carried out. By 1953,
when construction was stopped, tracks had been laid
between Chum and Pur (Urengoy) stations and the Tu-
rukhan-Yermakovo section had been built. A signifi-
cant part of the railway was abandoned [4]. Since the
1960s, some sections have been operated for oil and
gas companies. Since 2003, a number of sections have
been operated by Yamal Railway Company OJSC cre-
ated by the Administration of the Yamalo-Nenets Au-
tonomous Okrug, Sverdlovsk Railway and Sevtyumen-
transput OJSC. The company is expanding the regional
railway network [5]. In 2015-2020, RZhD OJSC (Russian
Railways) planned to build the Northern Latitudinal
Railway (NLR) — a connecting line from the Northern
Railway to Sverdlovsk with access to Yamburg and Ig-
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arka. However, the project was excluded from the in-
vestment programme of RZhD OJSC in 2020 [6].

The most significant and promising railway projects
in the East are associated with access to the supporting
points — the ports of the Northern Sea Route (NSR) and
access to new border crossings.

The NSR ports of Naryan-Mar, Sabetta, Igarka, Dik-
son, Dudinka, Tiksi, Pevek, Uelen and Anadyr cannot
ensure the full-fledged operation of the NSR without a
permanent land connection with economic centres of
Russia [7]. These connections can only be provided by
railways. Projects for the construction of steel main-
lines were developed for almost all ports. The Prospec-
tive Plan for the Development of Railway Transport
in the Far East and Transbaikalia until 2030 has been
developed for the easternmost ports of the Northern
Sea Route®-2 [8].

The project has a promising continuation involv-
ing the construction of bridge crossings or building a
ferry crossing from Chukotka towards Alaska via the
islands in the Bering Strait. The project was first put
forward by American politician and businessman Wil-
liam Gilpin in 1894 [9]. The project is revived from time
to time but is not being implemented [9].

A more realistic project is connecting Japan with
continental Eurasia by land crossings — bridges. As
an island, Japan is closest to Russia’s Sakhalin. The
La Perouse Strait between Sakhalin and Hokkaido is
43 km wide and is quite passable for bridge builders.
The project was announced at the III Eastern Economic
Forum in Vladivostok in 2017. Later, RZhD OJSC and
the Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport of Japan
set up an expert group to discuss the project. However,
political problems do not allow for continuing the dia-
logue on the subject and moving from a “pipe dream”
to the implementation of a mutually beneficial plan in
real life [10].

Alexander A. Golubev

History and prospects of the international East - West transport corridor

The Russian Federation does not abandon the pros-
pect of building a bridge to Hokkaido. This is proven by
the fact that the project work to build a bridge between
the continent and Sakhalin has been ongoing since
1999. The first project, which involved the construction
of a dam across the Tatar Strait, was presented in the
late 19th century. In 1950, the construction of a tun-
nel under the Nevelsky Strait began, but in 1953 it was
stopped [11]. By 2019, the Sakhalin Railway was con-
verted to the standard Russian gauge (1,520 mm) [12].
Before that, between 1945 and 2019, the gauge on the
Sakhalin Railway was 1,067 mm, which is the standard
track gauge in Japan.

A promising project for the implementation is the
Russian Federation’s proposal for the Governments of
North and South Korea to build a railway from the Rus-
sian border to the southern tip of the Korean Peninsu-
la. But the construction of an economically important
railway line is not possible in the near future because
of the political discord between the North and South of
the Peninsula.

CONCLUSION

The implementation of the above projects will sig-
nificantly expand the railway network in the East of
Russia and will give it an important international tran-
sit status. Steel tracks can connect ports of the North-
ern Sea Route, increasing its cargo traffic® [13]. Trans-
port routes in the direction of the United States, Japan,
North and South Korea combine the world’s leading
economies (China, North America, Japan and South Ko-
rea) via Eastern Siberia and the Russian Far East into a
single land transport complex. The expansion of land
routes in Central and Western Siberia will connect the
eastern economies with those in Europe.
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